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Towards a National 
Framework of Qualifications 
(NFQ) 

The single, nationally and 

internationally accepted entity, 

through which all learning 

achievements may be measured 

and related to each other in a 

coherent way and which defines 

the relationship between all 

education and training awards. 



Key Milestones in the
Development of the NFQ

1999 The NFQ was proposed by the Qualifications (Education and Training) Act 1999

2003

Policies and Criteria for the Establishment of the National Framework of 
Qualifications are published. The official launch of the NFQ

The Grid of Level Indicators is published 

Determinations for the Outline National Framework of Qualifications are 
published

2004 Descriptors for Minor, Special Purpose and Supplemental Award Types are 
published 

2006 Verification of Compatibility of Irish National Framework of Qualifications with 
the Framework for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area

2009 The NFQ was referenced to the EQF the first National Qualifications Framework 
to complete this exercise

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/pdf/1999/en.act.1999.0026.pdf
http://www.qqi.ie/Publications/Publications/Policies and Criteria for the Establishment of the NFQ.pdf
http://www.qqi.ie/Downloads/NFQLevelindicators.pdf
http://www.qqi.ie/Downloads/Determinations for the outline National Framework of Qualifications.pdf
http://www.qqi.ie/Publications/Publications/Descriptors - minor, special purpose, supplemental.pdf
http://www.qqi.ie/Publications/Publications/Verification of Compatibility of NFQ with QF EHEA 220609.pdf
http://www.qqi.ie/Documents/Referencing Irish NFQ to the European QF for Lifelong Learning.pdf


Irish Framework 
Implementation and Impact 
Study (2009)

• Assess implementation of the NFQ

• Assess policies on ATP

• Assess the initial impact of the Framework



Irish Framework 
Implementation and Impact 
Study (2009)

Methodology

• Background Paper

• Sector Inputs

• Public Consultation

• International Study Team



Irish Framework 
Implementation and Impact 
Study (2009)

Findings

• Framework implementation well advanced

• To early to conclude on impact of NFQ



Establishment of Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (2012)

The 2012 Qualifications and 

Quality Assurance (Education 

and Training) Act reaffirms the 

statutory basis of the NFQ and 

entrusts maintenance and 

development of NFQ to QQI.

QQI is responsible for 

promoting, maintaining, further 

developing, implementing and 

reviewing the NFQ.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w8rzlYgo9ps


Measuring NFQ Impact

Methodological challenges

• NFQ as a social construct

• The multiple purposes of the

framework

• Effect or Impact?

• NFQ as a social phenomenon



NFQ Policy Impact Assessment 
2016-2017

• Examine the actual effects and impact of

the NFQ 

• Engage with a range of national

stakeholders including policy makers 

• Inform future policy direction for the NFQ



NFQ Policy Impact Assessment 
2016-2017
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NFQ Policy Impact Assessment 
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Measuring the impact of 
the NQFs - Reflections 
from Ireland

• NQFs as social constructs with multiple meanings –

require interpretative analysis and insights not just 

quantitative accounts

• NQF effects are typically diffuse and non-linear

• Purpose of NQFs determines their kinds of impact –

pragmatic research approaches are needed to

reveal NQF contribution

• Importance of peer dissemination and engagement

• Not enough to ask do NQFs work?...need to understand

for who? why? and under what conditions they work?



Towards a model of NQF 
Impact

Prevailing social, political and economic priorities and context 
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